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the development of means for settlement of international conflicts on a
level less violent than the savagery of war,

To lead to this objective, there falls on the professional psychologist
the task of further developing and refining principles and techniques by
which human energies may be turned most efficiently to the procure-
ment of goods and spiritual values that satisfy basic human longings.
More specifically, the psychologist should secure data demonstrating
the dignity of all races and the fallacies of supermen obsessions. He
should assist in the discovery and evaluation of conflicts and their
resolution before they reach the emotional peak culminating in war.
It is interesting to speculate on how recent history might have been
written had a free press had access to an unprejudiced fact-finding poll,
such as the American Institute for Public Opinion, in the Axis countries
during the 1920's. Psychologists of the future must persist in the
measurement of the will of the people,

The psychologist must further continue to concern himself with
principles and devices for the analysis of human capacities and the most
efficient manner to relate these capacities with the work of the world.
New developments in personnel control, assignment, administration,
and training should be available to the armed forces in such a way that
they may be quickly and efficiently utilized should another period of
rapid mobilization ever occur.

SUMMARY

The use of psychological technique in welfare is as old as the history
of conflict. During the twentieth century, these techniques have been
refined and expanded on a scientific basis. Psychological assault
upon the enemy through carefully planned propaganda campaigns
increases his fears and divei'ts his energies to internal dissensions and
defeatism. Men called to military service are classified and assigned
to military occupations according to experimentally validated testing
and interviewing methods, so that natural and acquired aptitudes are
most fully utilized. Modern warfare exacts a heavy psychological
toll from the individuals who conduct it. Many cases of neurosis and
psychosis occur in war that probably would never have occurred with-
out the shock of battle. Indoctrination for conflict and subsequent
care for the psychologically exhausted are major responsibilities for
the military psychologist*
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